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MEET THE CANDIDATES NIGHT  

Monday, October 25th, 2010 

In the Fellowship Hall of  

3rd Congregational Church 

94 Miner St., Middletown 

Short WRA Business Meeting 7 p.m. 

Candidates 7:30 p.m.  

We have all been bombarded on radio and television with the caustic but self-glorifying announcements of candidates 

seeking the office of Connecticut governor and the Senate in Washington D.C.  But what do you know about the can-
didates who want to represent Middletown in the legislature in Hartford? 

 

To know before you go to the polls on November second, WRA's annual MEET THE CANDIDATES NIGHT is an 
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Well, that didnôt take long. Everyone knew it was 

just a matter of time before A&P went out of busi-

ness once Price Chopper opened across the street. 

And with the announcement that A&P stores are 
being bought by Big Y, there are bound to be both 

cheers and jeers. You either love A&P or you don't. 

 
Iôm a loyal fan. For a long, long time (like over 30 

years) itôs been the primary place where the resi-

dents of Westfield shop (other than the lovely West-
field Store on East Street).   Itôs the end of an era in 

our neighborhood. If for no other reason than its 

remarkable longevity, A&P should be properly 

eulogized. 
 

Thereôs not a lot to say about the store itself. It has-

nôt been new or fancy for a long time. The produce 
is fresh but I donôt buy fish there. The Meat Depart-

ment has been reliable and basic. The Bakery is al-

ways a solid B+. Personally, I like their bran muf-
fins with all that dark molasses in them. Iôd run up 

to Big Y in Rocky Hill to do all my ñmajorò grocery 

shopping, and on the way home stop at A&P just to 

pick up bran muffins. 
 

Iôm going to miss their good sales on everyday gro-

ceries and the fact that they triple coupons. Nobody 
triples coupons anymore. 

 

I will definitely miss the convenience of the store. 

Itôs close to my house and thereôs usually a parking 
spot at the front doors. Since it was not a huge store, 

you know where everything is and you could be in 

and out in 10 minutes. 
 

And have you ever noticed how many people use 

the customer service counter at A&P as their per-

sonal bank, cashing their weekly paychecks and pur-

chasing money orders to pay their bills, sending a 

Western Union, then buying a few lottery tickets 
and checking yesterdayôs numbers? A lot of every 

day routines are going to have to change because 

this grocery store is closing. 
 

I will miss the Eight-O-Clock coffee that you can 

grind at checkout. And the American Legion guys 
sitting outside the exit selling red poppies on Memo-

rial Day. 

 

But more than anything, Iôll miss the employees. 
Dawn at the register with her grey hair is always 

friendly to me. The crew behind the deli counter 

was always happy and seemed to really enjoy the 
feel of the deli meat being sliced. The gals at the 

customer service counter blow hot and cold, but if 

you gave them a smile you got rewarded with a 
small crack in the armor. 

 

I was reading the on-line comments in the Middle-

town Press article about the closing of the store; 
they were not the most flattering comments. I want 

to defend the A&P employees. Sure, they were not 

the most cheerful crowd and itôs true they were al-
ways bickering with each other. But thatôs what 

families do after being together for 10, 20 and 30 

years. As a customer, I sort of enjoyed that part of 

the A&P shopping experience. Like family, after a 
while you just forgive them their sins and accept 

them as they are and soak in the authenticity of the 

experience. It took me a while to not resent not get-
ting the bright and shiny, corporate-mandated, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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event not to be missed.  It is an opportunity to talk person-

ally with the candidates that want to represent the city and 

Westfield in particular. 

 
 

This is NOT  a debate program.  It is strictly an opportu-

nity to meet and get to know the candidates and also a 
time for a neighborly get together.  Who knows what can 

be learned from the latter!  And, of course, there are al-

ways the refreshments. 
We hope that you, and anyone that you would like to bring 

along, can make it.   

 

 
Weôll be looking for you! 

 

 
 

Westfield is in the 9th State Senate district, and is included 

in a small part of three Representative districts--the 32nd, 
33rd, and the 100th. The candidates competing in those 

districts are at the right. (* denotes the incumbents.) 

 
State Senate:  

District 9   

Dom Mazzaccoli (R)    

Paul Doyle * (D) 
 

State Representative:  

District 32   
Christine Carpino (R)   

Jim O'Rourke * (D) 

 
District 33   

David Bauer (R)   

Joseph Serra * (D) 

 
District 100  

John Szewczyk (R)   

Matt Lesser *  D 
 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

About Foods:   

 
Foods frozen at 0 degrees Fahrenheit are safe to eat 

indefinitely, though flavor and texture may change with 
time, according to the USDA Food Safety and Inspec-

tion Service.  Do not rinse eggs before cracking 

them.  The USDA requires that all eggs be sanitized 
and covered with a protective coating.  Rinsing the 

eggs removes the protective coating. 

Two hours is the maximum time that perishable foods 

can sit out at room temperature before they start to 
spoil--that includes the  time they're on you table dur-

ing s meal  hood. If you have a cat that endangers the 

birds at your feeder(s) or is one that is a messy nui-
sance around you home, lemon juice poured on the 

ground around the trouble spot, is a great determent. 

Bottled concentrated lemon juice is just as effective as 

fresh squeezed and less expensive  

Words of Wisdom 

 

About pets:   
 

Pets that spend a lot of time outdoors need more at-

tention during winter. Dogs acclimated to outdoor 
living should have a shelter that does NOT face 

north, should have four sides, a non-leaking roof and 

be raised two to four inches above the ground.  Wood 
shavings or straw are recommended for bedding and 

should be changed often to insure it is dry.  Nailing 

an old rug over the door will keep out rain or 

snow.  Better yet, in severely cold and really bad 
weather, bringing man's best friend indoors is more 

humane.  Cats that stay outdoors, especially in win-

ter, often look for warmth under hoods of cars. Be-

fore starting a car, rap on your carsô  
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Progress in the construction of the Armed Forces Reserve Center 

August, 2010  


